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Abstract

Since Stallcup (1980) the claim that most noun prefixes carry a /H/ tone in Western
Grassfields Bantu (WGB) languages has largely gone unchallenged. It has rather been taken
up and propagated by Grassfields scholars particularly as an isogloss that sets WGB apart
from Eastern Grassfields Bantu. However, in both the Ring and Momo branches of
Grassfields, evidence of L tone prefixes in various grammatical contexts including when a
noun occurs after an associative marker in ‘N1 of N2’ constructions is widespread. In this
study, [ illustrate that cases of L tone prefixes are prevalent in both Ring and Momo
languages and argue that the L tone of N2 prefixes in those languages which exhibit H tone
prefixes is a reflex of the Proto-Grassfields Bantu (PGB) historical prefix *L tone, in line
with Hombert (1976) and Williamson (1993). On the other hand, the H tone on prefixes
results from speakers selecting and using the PGB concord *H tone in lieu of the *L in some
noun prefixes. This diverges from Hyman'’s (2005: 313) view that the Ring and Momo H
tone may be “an additional morpheme, perhaps related to the Proto-Bantu H tone V-/CV-
augment”.

References

Hyman, Larry M. 2005. Initial vowel and prefix tone in Kom: Related to the Bantu augment?
In Koen Bostoen & Jacky Maniacky (eds.), Studies in African comparative linguistics with
special focus on Bantu and Mande: Essays in honour of Yvonne Bastin and Claire Grégoire.
KoIn: Rudiger Koppe, 313-341.

Hombert, Jean-Marie. 1976. Noun classes and tone in Ngie. In Larry M. Hyman (ed.), Studies
in Bantu tonology (Southern California Occasional Papers in Linguistics 3), 1-21.
Department of Linguistics, Univ. of Southern California.

Meeussen, A. E. 1967. Bantu grammatical reconstructions. Africana Linguistica 3: 79-121.

Stallcup, Kenneth L. 1980. La géographie linguistique des Grassfields. In Larry M. Hyman &
Jan Voorhoeve (eds.), L’expansion bantoue: Actes du colloque international du CNRS,
Viviers (France) 4-16 avril 1977. Volume I: Les classes nominales dans le bantou des
Grassfields, 43-57. Paris: SELAF.

Williamson, Kay. 1993. The noun prefixes of Benue-Congo. Journal of African Languages &
Linguistics 14: 29-45.



